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DETRINE « of REPENTANCE, "MN 
ZIRCULAR LETT. — 7 
95 FROM THE | tb E ** | — 1 


/ PrIST MINISTERS and eee 1 


preLY CONSIDERED IN A. 


5 


© Aﬀemblet at CanLevoxy in BeproRDSHIRE, 
= Mey 23, and 24. 1780: e 


wining the erin Doctrines of three rate in the 
ddhead ; eternal and perſonal Election; original Sin; particular 
demption ; efficacious Grace in Regeneration; the final Perſeverance. 
the Saints; and the Independency, or * congregational Order of the 
lurches of Chit inviolable. 


* 


To the ſeveral ee they repreſent, or - have received Letters 
from, meeting at Nottingham, Sheepſhead, Leiceſter, Sutton - in 
the-Elms, Arnſby, Foxton, Oakham, Spalding, Soham, Ket- 
tering, Walgrave, Clipſon, Northampton, Road, Olney, Carle- 
ton, and St. Albans; as alſo to the many Churches not yet in this 
Aſſociation, who, notwithſtanding, countenance it, * the 
| Attendance of their MEG and Members: & 


Grace * Peace be edn £06 you, through 410 . of 0 
and * Te gat our Lord. | | 


Hoved in the Lord! | . 5 | Fe 


EING met at the 1 appointed, a W Ae! in talent 

addreſſes to our gracious and indulgent Gop, through whoſe tender 
ies we were preſerved and permitted to aſſemble in peace and fafety ; 
roceeded to take into deliberate and ſerious conſideration the ſtate of 

veral Churches as deſctibed in their reſpective letters; and were 

y affected with the different accounts tranſmitted. from them. While 

lourn the low eſtate of ſome of the Churches, and ſympathize with 
in their various complaints, we rejoice to find that there is a cloſe | 5 
ence to truth, and ſuch a ſtrict attention to a converſation becoming the 3 
bus Goſpel, as evidenced by the excluſion of ſeveral perſons from. 5 
communion who have walked diſorderly among you. However let 
hat thinketh he ſtandeth, take heed leſt he fall, and thoſe who are 
onourable be much concerned for their own. future "preſervation, 
de reſtoration of the ſouls of ſuch as have brought reproach on 
of n and offended Him whoſe „ is 3 than | 5 

A rom IJ 
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From ſome Churches we have received pleaſing accounts, and ve re. 
joĩce that each of them is in ſuch a ftate of peace as calls for gratitude, 
N the Lord revive his work in them all, and render them more fruitful 
this year tha heretofore. Your proſperity, dear Brethren, is what we 
long for, in order to the advancement of which we are deſirous to exert 
ourſelves. May the Lord bleſs our endeavours to your edification from the 
pulpit and from the preſs. We have in our annual Letters endeavoured to 
2 and improve ſeveral of the great and important doctrines of the 
goſpel, and likewiſe your . and duties ariſing from your ſocial 
connections with each other, as voluntary members of the body of Chriſt, 
the Church. Laſt year we addreſſed you on the important doctrine of 
ai vine Providence, and intended this year to have treated on the ſubjeR of 
precious faith, But conſidering the many crying fins in the Churches, 
and in the land, we concluded, that, as the calls to true repentance were 
varicus and urgent, it was proper, yea, abſolutely neceffary, without fur. 
ther delay, to explain it's nature, and inforce it's neceſſity. 
ReyenTANCE ariſes from a conviction of perſonal blame, and conſiſts 


« 


in. a ſorrowful reflection upon, and indignation againſt, fin, confidered as 


a contrariety to the holy nature and righteous government of Gop. 

All men are the ſubjects of ſinful diſpoſitions which conſiſt in our averſion 
to God, and voluntary propenſity to depart from him; therefore they ate 
naturally willingly ignorant of him, 2 Pet. iii. 5. They refuſe to know 
. ame, ſaith the Lord, Jer. ix. 6. They do not like to retain Gop in thur 


&nowledge, Rom. i. 28. But /ay to the Almighty, depart from us, aut 
defire not the knowledge of thy ways, Job xxi. 14. And as every one will 


act agreeably to his prevailing internal propenſity, therefore none dbelb 
good, no not one, Rom. iii. 12. There is none righteous, no no! one: thert 
- is none that underſtandeth, there is none that ſeeketh after God, Rom. iii. 10, 
11. yea they hold faſt deceit, and refuſe to return to him, Jer. viii. 5. the 
carnal mind being enmity again/? God, is therefore not. ſubject to the law 
of God, neither indeed can be, Rom. viii. 7, But on the contrary, cut of 
the heart proceed evil thoughts, &c. Mark vii. 21. and all ſinful actions 
are only the ſtreams which naturally flow from that corrupt and impure 
fountain. Repentance is therefore a change of diſpoſition and conduct, 
a turning the tide of corrupt nature. Being convinced of perſonal blame, 
the penitent is brought to conſider himſelf as juſtly expoſed to puniſhment, 
viewing his diſpoſition and conduct. to be of a criminal nature, deſerving 
the wrath and righteous diſpleaſure of Gop. Hence guilt is acknowledged 
with fincerity. Againſt thee, and thee only, have I finned. Gop be mer- 
ciful to me a ſinner, is the language of ſuch who are the real ſubjects of 
repentance, Pſ. li. 4. Luke xviii. 13. But however unhappy a perſon 
may feel himſelf to be, or however great his apprehenſions of tuture 
miſery are, yet without a conviction of perſonal blame he cannot be faid 
to repent. Repentance is neceſſarily connected with, and ſprings from, 

a ſenſe of perſonal fault. Hence the Lord complains of the impenitent 
in Iſrael. They ſpake not a right ; no man repenteth him of his auictedugſi 
faying, What have 1 done? ler. viii. 6. The moſt genuine ſorrow and 
grief on the account of the fins of others, though it be the effect of, ot 
ariſe from, the greateſt ſanity and untainted purity, yet it cannot be 
called repentance with the leaſt propriety, becauſe the idea of perſonal 
blame is in that caſe excluded. Chriſt mourned ever the ſins of Iſrael, 


and was grieved for the hardneſs of their hearts; but he was * 
| abi 


* 


C 3'}F. 
ſubject of repentance, being free from perſonal blame: therefore could 
ſay, Which of you convinceth me of fin? John viii. 16. Hence genuine 
repentance and remiſſion of fin are graciouſly declared to be inſeparably 
connected. | | 

That true repentance conſiſts in a ſorrowful reflection upon, and indig- 
nation againſt, ſin, will appear, if you conſider, that real penitents, as 
recorded in ſcripture, have ever made the diſpoſition from whence ſinful 
acts proceed the matter of ſincere lamentation, and holineſs of heart the 


Waſh me and I fhall be clean. Take away all iniquity—ſee Pſ. li. Rom. 
vii. Self-loathing on the account of fin likewiſe proves an hatred of it. 
Jab bor myſelf, and repent, is the language of every true penitent. In 
conſequence of which, the method Gop has gracioully revealed to take 
ſin away is cordially embraced, and when a ſenſe of pardon, or a com- 
fortable hope of freedom from puniſhment does not abate, but even increaſe 
repentance, it is then evident that ſin is viewed as exceeding ſinful, and is 
| become the object of holy indignation. For thus it is written, I wwi// 
eftabliſh my covenant with thee, and thou ſhalt know that I am the Lord 
that tion mart remember and be confounded, and never open thy mouth any 


haſt done, ſaith the LoRD GOD, Ezek. xvi. 62, 63. 

It is not a ſenſe of pardon, but a conviction of criminality, that gives 
bring to repentance, If the enjoyment of pardon be the fountain from 
whence it Hows, there can be no penitence before pardon is enjoyed. And 
if ſo, every one, who, with the felf-condemned publican fervently prays, 
Gop be merciful to me a ſinner, is in an impenitent ſtate, than which no- 
thing can be more abſurd. But the continuance and increaſe of forrow 
for ſin, when pardon is enjoyed, is a proof that the repentance is 
genuine: that it ariſeth not merely from ſelf-love, or a fear of ſelf being 
ia danger of puniſhment, but that fin is hated on account of it's contra- 
riety to the holy nature and righteous government of Gop. I will, ſays 
the Lord, pour upon the houſe of David, and upon the inhabitants of Feru- 
falem, the ſpirit of grace and ſupplications; and they fhall look upon me whom 
they have peirced, and they ſhall mourn, &c. Zech. xii. 10. A legal 


in proportion to the decreaſe of fear. But when faith in a freedom from 
the threatened penalty is poſſeſſed, and a cheertul hope of eternal glory is 
enjoyed, true repentance flows with greater freedom, and ſin is deteſted 


dency or damning conſequences, even it's contrariety to the holy nature 
and righteous law of Gop. Hatred to ſin, as contrary to the nature of 
Go, diſtin& from the fatal conſequences reſpecting man, is farther diſ- 
covered by the penitent ſoul's approbation of the law of Gop, by which 
all ſin ſtands prohibited, and the finner condemned. Such delight in the 
Law of God, as an holy and equitable conſtitution, while they lament 
their want of conformity to it. The lau is holy, juſt, and good; but I am 
carnal, ſold under fir, Rom. vii. 12, 14. They do not cry out againſt the 


own The Lord is rightecus in all his ways, Pf. xlv. 17. But we, ſay they, 
bave fonned, and committed iniquity, and have done wickedly, and have 
rebelled, by departing from his precepts and from his judgments. O Lord, 
1gheouſneſs belongeth unto thee, but unto us confuſion of faces, as at pi, 

7, | A 2 E. 


- 


matter of earneſt ſupplication and prayer. Create in me a clean heart. 


| 
4 
3 


more becauſe of thy ſhame, when 1 am pacified towards thee for all that thou 


forrow which ariſes merely from an apprehenſion of danger, diminiſhes | 


from an infinitely higher motive than the bare dread of it's deſtructive ten- 


lritneſs of the law, or the ſeverity of Jehovah's procedures, but freely 


* 


day. O Lord, to us belongeth confuſion of face, to our kings, to our princes, 
and to our fathers, becauſe we have ſinned againſt thee, Dan. ix. 5, 7, 8. 
The language of Paul, that pattern of penitence and faith, is frequenly 
uſed by the truly humbled and penitent ſoul, not O wretched law, but 
O wretched man that I am, who ſhall deliver me, Rom. vii. 24. —— Again, 
ſuch Perſons conſider deliverance as ariſing entirely from Grace, Bhs not 
as an act of juſtice due to them; which farther demonſtrates that the law of 
Go is greatly approved of by them. —They own the charge it brings 
ainſt them, on account of fin, to be equitably founded, and the puniſh. 
ment it threatens unexceptionably right, fitting, and proper ; being 
barely equivalent to the demerit of the leaſt diſaffection to the divine cha. 
rater, or non-conformity to the divine will---they do not wiſh, therefore, 
that the law ſhould be altered, or made agreeable to their depraved dif. 
poſition, but that they might be changed and made agreeable to it. Hence 
the dawnings of redemption excite their aſtoniſhment and gratitude, and 
increaſing diſcoveries of ſalvation by Jeſus, promote their humility, and fil 
their hearts with joy and wonder. How is it Lord! and Thanks be 10 Goo! 
is the native language of their admiring ſouls. 
Once more the hatefulneſs of fin, as contrary to the holineſs of Gov! 
nature, and impartial righteouſneſs of his government, appears in the 
moſt awful and ſtriking light, when the penitent contemplates the ſuffer. 
ings of the Son of Gop---when he conſiders the dignity and excellence 
his Perſon---the tremendous nature of his ſufferings---Goy's infinite 
abhorence of fin beams forth with dreadful luſtre. In that wonderful 
tranſaction, Gop's infinite regard to the honour of his law, the glory df 
his perfections, as a moral governor, and the inflexible nature of his juſtice, 
is more brightly diſplayed and loudly proclaimed than by all the horrors df 
hell, or the groans of the damned. To what has been ſaid, we may add, 
that when the glory of Gop is moſt clearly diſcovered to the ſubject d 
true repentance, then the odiouſneſs of fin appears, and is proportionably 
lamented by him. When Ifaiah /aw the Lord ſitting upon a throne big 
and lifted up, and his train filled the temple, and heard the attending /eraphin 
crying one to another, holy, Holy, holy, is the Lord of hoſts, he ſaid, Wo is ni 
fer Iam undone, becauſe Tam a man ef unclean lips, Iſa. vi. 5. And ſail 
holy Job, Now mine eye ſeeth thee, I abhor myſelf, and repent in duft ant 
aſhes, Chapt. xlii. 6. 5 
From the nature of repentance, as above ſtated, we may obſene 
1. That there may be pungent ſorrow and grief in conſequence of fin, and 
at the ſame time the ſoul be deſtitute of true penitence. This is evident 
from the anguiſh of ſpirit diſcovered in the complaint of Cain, whoſe di 
treſs aroſe not from a conviction of the henious nature of his fin, but from 
the heavy puniſhment-inflifted on him, Gen. iv. 13. 2. There may be 
liberal confeſſions of guilt where there is no real repentance. Saul ownel 
he was the agreſſor, and had done very fooliſhly, in proſecuting his ms 
licious defign againſt the life of his fon David. Even Pharaoh could fay 
1 and my people are wicked,” Ex. ix. 27. And Judas acknowledged he had 
ſinned in betraying innocent blood, Matt. xxvii. 4. 3. Nor do purpoſes 
amendment always ſpring from true repentance. Pharaoh promiſed t 
let Iſrael go. And the abandoned Jews engaged to ſubmit to the willol 
God, whatever it ſhould be; but when made known to them by lt 
prophet, they abſolutely refuſed a compliance with it, Jer, xlii. 5, 6, 20 
4+ There may be a chan ge of conduct, or an external reformation, = 
| | | then 


K 


there is no internal pap! change of principle or diſpoſition of ſoul. 
A man may love that which he dares not indulge himſelf in, thro' ſhame 
or fear of puniſhment. The chaining of a lion does not change it's nature. 
And yet without a change of the inward bias of the heart, there will be 
a returning to ſinful courſes when ſuitable opportunities occur. Therefore 
it happens unto ſuch according to the true proverb, The dog is turned to his 
vomit again; and, The ſow that was waſhed, to her walliwing in the 
mire, 2 Pet. ii. 22. Whereas, though a ſheep may fall into the mire, it 
is contrary to it's very nature and inclination to delight in ſuch a ſituation. 
5. Pardon of ſin, or exemption from punithent, may be defired, when the 


— evil nature of ſin is not abhorred. Forgive, Iprayibee, my fin, was the requeſt 
re of the Egyptian tyrant, when diſtreſt under the mighty hand of the Gop 
If of Iſrael; and in like manner, Simon, the ſorcerer, intreated the apoſtles, 


ſaying, Prayye to the Lord that none of thoſe things which ye have ſpoken 
come upon me, Acts viii. 24. 1 
There is, dear brethren, a vaſt difference between the ſorrow which 
ariſes from the alarms of a natural conſcience, and true repentance. 
A natural man may be grieved becauſe of the puniſhment of ſin, and 
ſay, my puniſhment is beavier than I can bear; but the ſpiritual penitent 
mourns the evil of ſin, as againſt a good, holy, and gracious Gop, and 
as contrary to, or a tranſgreflion of, a law every way righteous and 
excellent. Natural men conſider the repentance of which they are the 
ſabje&s as an honourable amends made to Gop for their ſins. Their 


of tears, their confeſſions, their prayers, and their partial reformations, are 
y of ſuppoſed to pacify Gop, and reinftate them into the forfeited favour of 
ice, the moſt High, 1o far as to procure a pardon. - Or if deſpair prove pre- 
+> dominant, in that caſe Gop and his government are abhorred and blaſ- 
add, phemed. Whereas the true penitent 1s aſhamed that he 1s no more 
a of alhamed, grieved that he is no more grieved on account of his fins, and 
abj ſees his repentance is ſo partial and imperfect, that he muſt look to the 
big blood of Jeſus to atone for the defilement of his humiliations, confeſſions, 
pbin tears, and prayers. Indeed, he ſees there 1s abſolutely no hope in his 
:; a cafe but from the mere grace of Gop through Jeſus Chriſt. + Since, as it 
| ſaid is forcibly and judiciouſly expreſſed by an eminent American divine, 
f * His repentance, which is but of finite worth, when caſt into the 
* balance in oppoſition to his guilt, which is infinite, is lighter than if 
en * the ſmalleſt atom of matter were flung into one ſcale, and the whole 
and material ſyſtem into the other. For there is ſome proportion between 
ident 2 che leaſt atom of matter, and the whole material ſyſtem; but there is 
e dif no proportion between finite and infinite. And therefore, as in the 
from eye of the law, ſo in the eye of an enlighten'd conſcience, the moſt 
y b *« exalted virtue of the moſt eminent ſaint ftands for nothing; i. e. is 
LAW , abſolutely of no weight at all in the leaſt conceivable degree to 
710 ** Counterballance for any one ſin: and ſo he ſenſibly needs Chriſt and 
4 * free grace along with the chief of ſinners.” * | 
e hal As the trouble which an unregenerate man may experience ariſes from 
790 fear of puniſhment, and his reformation from mercenary hope of reward, 


therefore, neither are habitual, but fluctuate accordingly as motives operate 
on the principle of ſelf-love; therefore his dread of fin, and delight in 
obedience, generally vaniſh when his deluded ſoul claims a right to 
redemption and eternal life. But the real penitent being poſleſſed 

7 nature 


* Bellamy's Eſſay on the Nature and Glory of the Goſpel, p. 87. 


of a 


66 9 


nature ſuited to ſpiritual employment and enjoyment, delights in religious at 
exerciſes, and grows in cordial attachment to Chriſt, love to Gop, and fear 
of fin, in proportion to the increaſe of evidence reſpecting his title to ever. 
laſting bliſs. 6. Temporary repentance is always circumſcribed within 
narrow limits. Outward and grols fins are lamented while the depravityof W 
nature, the inward diſaffection to the divine character, the fins of the an 
heart, are either overlooked or apoligized for, as pitiable afflictions, XX 
But the real chriſtian is exerciſed with, and grieved for, the ſins of the | 
heart. The depravity of his nature he conſiders as a criminal defect, and 
feels much ſorrow on account of thoſe hidden workings of fin which none 
but Gop and himſelf can diſcern, He daily endeavours after perfect 


conformity to God, and the more he advances in the divine lite, the the 
more hateful ſin appears, and having increaſing ſenſibility of his own pre 
weakneſs and unworthineſs, when he rejoices in Chriſt Jeſus, and in the per 
teſtimony of a good conſcience, he puts no confidence in the fleſh but Mio 


| finks deeper and deeper into ſelf- abaſement, and holy diffidence. Tn a 
word, every day of his life, yea, every duty he performs, furniſhes freſh 


matter for penitence and prayer, and while he reſts og the infinitely n 
meritorious mediation of Chriſt for complete ſalvation, he applies to the I 
{pirit and fullneſs of Chriſt for conſtant preſervation from evil, and in» and 
creaſing conformity to the divine image. ” of « 

We hope, dear brethren, you will, with the nature of repentance, con- Con 
fider it's abſolute xnecess1TyY. Without repentance, there is no ſalvation, con 

The impenitent, conſidered as ſuch, are treaſuring up unto themſelwes wrath ud 


againſt the day of wrath, Rom. ii. 5. Except je repent, ye ſhall all like. Wi 
evi/e periſh, Luke xiii. 3. Hence, John, the harbinger of Jeſus, begun 
his miniſtry with urging the neceſſity of repentance. 'I'he ſame important HMivi. 
topic was much inſiſted on by the redeemer. And the ſubje& matter of Myron 
the apoſtles* miniſtration is ſummed up in repentance toward Go, a ear 
faith in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Acts xx. 21. The propriety and neceflite Mblef 
of which will more fully appear, if it be conſidered, that a/ have finned, Neaſo 
and come ſhort of the glory of Gop, Rom. iii. 23, That by ſin, Gop i 


is diſhonoured; for his will is thereby contradicted and oppoſed ; his ly 
Juſtice and law inſulted ; his holineſs affronted ; his power contemned ; Mur! 
his wiſdom, goodneſs, and integrity, called in queſtion, or tacitly denied. im t 
Sin tramples on his authority, and diſcredits his threatnings : in a word, 7 
God is thereby treated as an impotent enemy, and ſet at defiance as a molt 22 
infignificant being, whoſe friendſhip is not worth ſeeking, nor his dif- Riten 
pleaſure to be dreaded. 5 | pray 
Jehovah muſt therefore either ſit down by their contempt and diſhonour, y fi 
and fo abdicate his throne, and diſband his empire, deny his own abſolute he g. 
rfection and ſovereign dominion, A there is no king in the uni- Peliev 
verſe, but all his creatures may do what is good in their own eyes; or other- leant 
wiſe, he muſt vindicate his injured honour, by plunging the hardened 
tranſgreſſor into eternal miſery, and thus get him/e,f the glory to avenging ©01 
juſtice by inflicting deſerved puniſhment, which the rebel refuſed to give de ſun 


to divine holineſs by obedience; or elſe Gop mutt put the ſinner to 1. 
ſhame, make him deeply ſenfible of the guilt of his abominable rebellion, 
and bring him to a ſincere, ingenuous confeſſion of guilt, a cordial ac- 
ceptance of that ſalvation which is in Jeſus, a ſalvation which originates 
in mere grace, and which declares God's righteouſneſs, honours the law, 


and 


1 


1 


and condemns ſin, in the moſt explicit and ſtriking manner; while the 
believing ſinner is freed from condemnation, but laid under infinitely 
increaſing obligations to obedience. The unalterable determination of 
God is, that whoever does not truly repent here, ſhall ſuffer hereafter. 
Whoever ſaith, I. Gall have peace, and yet perſiſteth in a courſe of fin, zhe 
anger of the Lord, and bis jealouſy ſhall /moke againſt that man. Deut. 
xxix. 19, 20. 4 

As — carnal mind is enmity againſt Gop, and all are by nature car- 
nally minded; the enmity therefore of the human heart muſt be removed 
in order to communion with Gop here, and enjoyment of him hereafter. 
For can two walk together except they be agreed? Am. iii. 3. Enmity is 
the diſpoſition of the devil, and mult be deſtroyed before the authority and 
properties of Jehovah's nature can be delighted in, his 28 diſ- 


2 


loſt ſinners ſubmitted to, and heartily embraced. Hence in all the inſtances 
of the triumphs of grace in the converſion of finners, penitential ſorrow 
or {in has ever accompanied, yea preceeded evangelic pleaſure and joy 

Dear brethren, you and we need the exerciſe of repentance every day, 


of our mind, to pray for the ſpirit of Gop as a ſpirit of illumination, 
conviction, and ſupplication; as well as the ſpirit of conſolation and 
comfort : may all pray for repentance to be granted to a guilty land, that 
udgments may be averted, every degree of men humbled, and perſonal 
nd national fins pardoned, and Gop in and by all glorified. 


, giving them the grace of repentance. For with real ſorrow for fin the 
WWpromite of the joys of ſalvution is graciouſly connected. Humility of 


Wb leſſcd are they that mourn now, for they ſhall be comforted. See the 
WW eaſonableneſs of Gop's requiring all men, every where to repent, Acts 


ly acknowledge that thou haſt tranſereſſed, Jer. iii. 13. And we confeſs 
dur Faults ingenuouſly before him, and with the whole heart return unto 


uſtice ſtand engaged 20 forgive us our fins and to cleanſe us from all unrighte- 
pu/n;ſs, 1 John 1. 7, 9. We with it were to be remembred that true pe- 


tents are as much concerned for purity as for pardon. Therefore 
pray with David :---Pardon mine iniquities, waſh and cleanſe me from 


zoly, for I am holy, Ex. xv. 11. 1 Pet. i. 16. 


de ſummed up in the following particulars. 


am as a beaſt before thee, Pl. Ixxiii. 22. 


penſations cordially approved, or his fovereign method of grace in ſaving 
and in every duty. May it be the concern of us all to watch the motions 


To conclude---what reaſon have the penitent to be thankful to Gov for 
Wheart is the firſt grace the redeemer deſcribes his people by, and ſays, 
xvii. 30. As it is perſonal blame which they are called to acknowledge; 


im thro? the mediator, ſaying, rale —n all iniquity, his faithfulneſs and 


y fins, Pf. li. 1, 2. And as, through the atoning blood of the redeemer, 
he guilt of fin is done away, Gop being juſt while he juſtifieth them who 
Peliereth in Jeſus, Rom. iii. 26. So a fountain is ſet open for ſin and un- 
leanneſs, Zech. xiii. 1. He who is glorious in holineſs, ſays, be ye 


Conſider dear brethren, the evidences of genuine repentance, which may 


1. Humbling views of your natural depravity. Sorrow for, fear of, and 
atchfulneſs againſt, the workings of ſin in the heart. In conſequence of 
hich holy Agur ſaid, Surely I am more brutiſh than any man, Prov. xxx. 2. 
ad another equally eminent cried out, being humbled at the foot of Gop, 


2. Repentance 
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which are of a groſs nature, or that render us ſcandalous among men. But 


pleaſure and complacency as the manner of ſome is. 


| happy evidence of genuine repentance. 


and propenſity to evil in every one by nature, that none can ever be the 


greſſor doubly ſo. 


as every impenitent perſon ſhall be damned. -The truly penitent is ha- 


Oc. be glory and dominion for ever and ever. . Amen, Rev. i. 6. 
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2. Repentance, if genuine, will extend to all fin, and not to thoſe only 


fin, as fin, and ſo every ſin, as far as diſcovered to the mind, will be viewed 
with ſorrow and godly contrition. 


3. Such who are truly penitent will dread fin more than ſorrow, and 
therefore rather continue in trying circumſtances than uſe ſinful methods 
to be freed from them, See Heb. x1. 35. 2 | 

4. Such will prefer an increaſe of grace toan increaſe of earthly goods, 
and, if ſo, the means to obtain the former will not be forſaken in order 
to purſue the latter.----Thoſe profeſſors are certainly very culpable who 
depart from the goſpel and the ordinances of Gop's houſe for the ſake of a 
ſituation more eaſy to the fleſh, or any temporal advantage when abſolute 


neceſſity cannot be pleaded. 
5. Such do not, cannot relate their former ſinful courſes with an air of 


6. Much ſecret prayer for the pardon and ſubduing of ſecret ſins is an 


7. When Chritt is loved, and beaven longed for, on account of the re- 
moval of ſin. It is poſſible carnal men may feel affection for Chriſt from 
an apprehenſion of his having freed them from puniſhment ; or becauſe 
they ſuppoſe he has delivered them from a diſagreeable law, or ſo far re- 
laxed their obligation to it's precepts, that they may indulge fin, atleaſt a 
little, without danger, and conform to the world with peace of conſcience, 
Men may even long for heaven as a place of reſt and pleaſure, and yet 
have an averfion to that which conſtitutes the happineſs of Saints in 

lory. | | | 
7 do thankful ſhould thoſe be to whom the grace of repentance is given, 
for tho? it is the Duty of all men to repent, yet ſuch is the averſion to good, 


\ 


ſubject of true repentance till holy diipolitions be implanted, and the heart 
changed by the omnipotent ſpirit and grace of Gop. It 1s Gop who 
granteth repentance unto life, Acts xi. 18. The difficulties attending 
repentance, and the advantages ariſing from it, if duly conſidered, would I 
excite the poſſeſſors of it to gratitude and praiſe, We ſhall therefore drop 
a few hints reſpecting each. Nature cannot perform what is contrary to 
ulſelf. By repentance, corrupt nature is counteracted. For thereby a man 
is brought to hate and abhor himſelf, to deny himſelf, renouncing all thoſe 
things which he naturally loves, delights in, and ſeeks his happineſs from. 

It is contrary to ſecond nature, Can the Ethiopian change his & in, or thi 
kepard his ſpots; then may they who are accuſtomed to do evil, learn to db 
well, Jer. xiii. 23. It is unnatural to a young ſinner, but to an old tran 


The advantages ariſing from true repentance are great indeed, Though 
it does not merit ſalvation, yet without it ſalvation cannot be enjoyed, nor 
warrantably expected. And the true penitent ſhall as certainly be ſaved 


bitually fit for heaven, as he is evidently reconciled to Gop. His juſtice, 
holineſs, and Law aie cordially approved, and his wiſdom, love, and 
mercy, as diſcovered in the ſaviour, are admired and adored. T%e penitent 
is in a diſpoſition ſuited to join the heavenly choir, who with holy raptur 
ſing, Unto him that loved us and waſhed us from our fins in his own bloods 


MI 


PA 


i 


* 


%% - 


May all the Churches of Chriſt, particularly thoſe whom we repreſent, 
ſeriouſly: confider the numerous imperfections attending them, and the 
neceſſity of humiliation, penitence, and prayer; leſt the Lord contend 
with them and remove the candleſticł out of it's place. See that no fin be 
connived at. Let proper diſcipline be regarded. Remember that he 
with whom you have to do, is jealous of his honour, and ſays, 4s many as 
T lowe, I rebuke and chaſten: be zealous therefore and repent, Rev. iii. 2, 19. 
With moſt fervent wiſhes for your true proſperity, we remain, 

| Dear brethren, 385 | 


1 LEE Your willing ſervants for Chriſt's ſake, 
Signed on behalf of the . 
S dociation, by ROBERT HALL, MopERATOR. 
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On Tueſday evening we met at the uſual hour, aſter time ſpent in 
prayer and a moderator choſen, the letters from the ſeveral Churches were 
read, and minutes made of their contents. The opportunity was then 
concluded in prayer. as Ds 


On Wedneſday morning, a little after fix, we met 5 for prayer. 
in which ſeveral of the miniſters were engaged) and reading ſuch 
letters as were not come to hand the evening before. A 


At tenin the forenoon, the public meeting began—our brother Gill of 
St. Albans prayed—after which the moderator gave a brief account of 
the nature and deſign of our affociation—brother Skinner, of Clipſon, 
preached from Iſa. liv. 5. Thy maker is thy huſband.” Brother Fuller, 
of Soham, prayed, and brother Guy, of Sheepſhead, preached from 
Phil. ii. 13. It is Gqp that worketh in you to will and to do of 
his good pleaſure.” Brother Sutcliffe, of Olney, concluded the public 
meetihg, A | 7 


At five in the evening, brother Ayre, of Walgrave, prayed—brother 
Ryland, ſenior, preached from Acts xx. 28. % Feed the church of Gop 
which he hath purchaſed with his own blood.” And brother Hume, of 
Road, concluded in prayer, n | 


Thurſday morning, about ſeven, we met for prayer and communicating 
our experiences, as miniſters, during the laſt year, which we find very 
advantageous. About twelve, the aſſociation was concluded with prayer 
by the moderator, N | 


N. B. Agreed to recommend to all that love evangelical, experimental, 

and practical religion, and eſpecially to our younger brethren in the 

miniſtry, The account of the life of the Rev. David Brainerd, publiſhed by 

| the Rev. Jonathan Edwards, of New-England, as eminently calculated 
to diſplay the nature of ' true religion, and promote the power of 

gZodlineſs. | | 53 
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„ 
State of the Churches ſince the laſt Aſſociation: 
Added upon profeſſion of faith and experience 


By letter of recommendation from other churches, 
Reſtored to communion, 8 S 


ORR 
Excluded from church communion, 
Diſmiſſed to other churches, - 


F Increaſe, 4 I - * * „ F 33. $9 
The next aſſociation to be held at Kettering, on Wedneſday in Whit/un- 
Terk. Brother Rylaud and brother Hall to preach; in caſe of failure 
brother Fuller and brother Suicliffe. mn. = 


; NORTHAMPTON; : paixrzö By T. DICEY. 


N. B. It, may be proper to info the Churches and the public in general 
that the reaſon why our brother Robert Hall did not publiſh the Sermon? 
preached at our aſſociation laſt year, as then deſired, was the great variety and 
vaſt importance of the ſubjects treated of, could not admit their being 
printed in ſo ſmall a compaſs as a Sermon. He was therefore requeſted by 
moſt of tie miniſters, in this aſſociation, as well as adviſed by many of his 

friends elſewhere, to enlarge his plan and give ſcope. to his, ideas, and print” 
the book by ſubſcription, - Pas ©2200 . 3 
Thoſe who chuſe to encour e the publication will be kind enough to give 
their names to any of the min? ſters in this aſſociation, who will tranſmit then 
to the author. | 74 „ 


Intended to be printed, if Providence permi, 


HELP ro ZION's TRAVELLERS 
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An ATTEMPT to remove various STUMBLINGg3LOCKY 
5 cut of the WAV; 2 
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| * * L NG To ED Ip = a 1 
DOCTRINAL, EXPERIMENTAL,- A PRAC TIC 
R E L. I G I O N, : ni 

By R OB HRT HALT. _ , 
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The price to ſubſcribers, according to the beſt judgment that can Wi 
formed of the ſize, will be THREE SHILLINGS in boards. 


Thoſe who ſubſcribe for ſix copies, will have a ſeventh gratis. Names of 
ſubſcribers to be printed: No. money to be paid till the book is delivered, 
The manuſcript will be ſent to the preſs as Toon as ſubſcribers names can be 
collected and received. The author hopes that thoſe miniſters and friends 
who have wiſhed for the publication, will be kind enough to take the names 
of their acquaintances who chuſe,4 fibe, and tranſmit them to the 
author at Arneſby, in Leiceſterſhitd?_ * X\, __ - = 
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